Neuroendocrine tumours of the gallbladder: three cases and a review of the literature.
Primary neuroendocrine tumours (NETs) of the gallbladder are rare. In the absence of any randomised controlled trials or prospective case series, we sought trends for clinical presentation and management based on 60 patients from published literature over the last 15 years, as well as three patients from our experience, and categorised them into various subgroups according to the WHO classification for NETs. Well-differentiated NETs have an indolent course and better prognosis. Poorly differentiated neuroendocrine carcinomas, which may be of large-cell or small-cell type and may coexist with other types of carcinoma, have a poor outcome. A variety of surgical and chemotherapeutic approaches have been adopted. Surgical excision appears to prolong life, with chemotherapy perhaps adding a marginal advantage.